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With regards to the above subject and email sent Monday 29 June 2015.  I would like to 
make comment regarding the Small Landholder Section 27 of the above report. 
  
The Land Review Group considers that the circumstances of landholders have been largely 
neglected by successive Scottish Governments.  Whilst crofters have continued to benefit 
from general improvement in their governing legislation, including the statutory right of 
crofters to buy their croft which was introduced in 1976 was not and has not been extended 
to the 1911 landholders.  In addition, these small landholders do not have the pre-emptive 
right to buy their holding, which was given in 2003 to agricultural tenants holding under the 
1991 Act.  In effect small landholders have been deprived of a right to buy or a pre-emptive 
right to buy.  I would totally agree with the above information.   
  
I appreciate that there are only a small number of small landholder left, which is highlighted 
in the Agricultural Census for Scotland for 2012 as an overall total of 104 small landholders 
being registered.  It could be seen due to the small numbers involved the ’do nothing’ option 
would be easier, however, I think that it is imperative that these small landholders are not 
forgotten about or further disadvantaged and at the very least bring these landholders 
covered by the Small Landholders’ Acts 1911 – 1931, in line with and given the same rights 
which the Crofters gained in 1976.  
 
Recommendation 50: 
The Review Group’s view is that there should be major improvements in the position 
of tenants under the Small Landholders (Scotland) Act 1911.  The Group recommends 
that these tenants should, like crofters, have a statutory right to buy their holdings.  
 
  
My family have farmed this smallholding since 1915 and I am now in the unfortunate and 
critical situation of facing the possibility of eviction by my landlord, I hasten to add through no 
fault of my own. I would be happy to meet with your representative to give an overview of my 
situation.    

 


